
 

Planning Commission Meeting 
Agenda 

November 14, 2023 
5:30 PM – Regular Meeting 

Council Chambers 
400 N. Douty St. 

 
 Planning Commissioners will meet in-person in the Council 

Chambers. The meeting will also be live streamed on the 
City’s website: http://livestream.hanford.city/ 

 

  

ROLL CALL: 

INVOCATION:   

FLAG SALUTE: 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  
This is the time for citizens to comment on subject matters not on the agenda and that are within the jurisdiction of the 
Commission. This is also the public’s opportunity to request an item from the Consent Calendar be pulled for discussion 
purposes or to comment on any item on the agenda. Comments related to Public Hearing items will be heard at the time 
the item is discussed. A maximum of three minutes is allowed for each speaker. Please begin your comments by stating 
your name and providing your city of residence. 

CONSENT CALENDAR:  
Consent Calendar items are considered routine and will be enacted in one motion. There will be no separate discussion 
of these matters unless a request is made and then the item will be removed from the Consent Calendar to be discussed 
and voted upon by a separate motion. 

 A. Community Development: Approval of the Minutes of the October 24, 2023 Meeting 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

 A. Community Development: PROJECT:      Mitigated Negative Declaration No. 2020-
54: A request to certify that the proposed projects will not have a significant effect on the 
environment with the incorporation of mitigation measures. Tentative Tract 930: A 
request to subdivide a 14.86-acre property into 55 single-family residential lots with a 
Planned Unit Development overlay in the R-L-8 Low-Density Residential zone district. 
Planned Unit Development No. 2020-01: A request to allow deviations from the 
standards of the R-L-8 Low-Density Residential zone district for a single-family 
residential subdivision. Deviations include reduced lot sizes from 8,000 square feet to 
7,443 square feet for Lots 13-23 and 40 and reduced lot depths from 95 feet to 93 feet. 
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Variance No. 2021-01: A request to deviate from the standards of the Hanford Municipal 
Code, in order to permit a 14-foot sound wall, in order to reduce noise impacts for a 
planned residential development. Location: The project is located north of Grangeville 
Boulevard, west of the railroad tracks, east of Kings Road (APN 008-410-043). 
Staff recommends continuance of the item to November 28, 2023.   

DIRECTOR'S COMMENTS: 

COMMISSIONERS' ITEMS OF INTEREST:  
At this time, any Commissioner may ask a question for clarification of matters within the Planning Commission’s 
jurisdiction, make an announcement, or report briefly on activities in their role as a Planning Commissioner. In addition, 
subject to the Planning Commissioner’s Handbook, Commissioners may request staff to report back to the Planning 
Commission at a subsequent meeting concerning any matter within the Commissioner’s jurisdiction (GC 54954.2). 

ADJOURNMENT:  
Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the Planning Commission after distribution of the agenda packet 
are available to public inspection in the Planning Division Office located at 317 N. Douty Street, Hanford, California 
93230, during normal business hours. Such documents are also available at the city’s website, www.cityofhanfordca.com 
subject to staff’s ability to post documents before the meeting. If you need a disability-related modification or 
accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, to participate in this meeting, please contact the Planning Division’s 
office, 559-585-2580, 317 N. Douty Street, Hanford, California 93230, at least 2 days prior to the meeting {28 CFR 
35.102.35.104 ADA Title II} APPEALS: Any action of the Planning Commission, which is a final project decision, may be 
appealed to the City Council by the applicant or any adversely affected person. To file an appeal, an appeal application 
and filing fee of $1,000.00 must be submitted to the Community Development Department, 317 N. Douty Street, Hanford, 
California, within ten (10) days following the date of the final decision of the Planning Commission. 

 
Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the City Council after distribution of the agenda packet are 
available to public inspection in the City Clerk’s Office located at 319 N. Douty Street, Hanford, California 93230, during 
normal business hours. Such agendas are also available at the city’s website, www.cityofhanfordca.com subject to staff’s 
ability to post the agenda before the meeting. 
 
If you need a disability-related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, to participate in this 
meeting, please contact the City Clerk’s office, 559-585-2515, 319 N. Douty Street, Hanford, California 93230, at least 2 
days prior to the meeting {28 CFR 35.102.35.104 ADA Title II} 
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 5.A. 
 

 

AGENDA 
STAFF REPORT 

 

 
MEETING DATE: 11/14/2023 AGENDA SECTION: CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
SUBJECT: 
Approval of the Minutes of the October 24, 2023 Meeting 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve the minutes of the October 24, 2023 meeting. 

 

 

 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. 10-24-23 Minutes 
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Planning Commission Regular Meeting  

Minutes 
October 24, 2023 5:30 PM  

Council Chambers 
400 N. Douty St. 

  

ROLL CALL: 
 
 Chair DEVINE called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

Present: Absent: 

Alternate Commissioner CURTIS 
 Commissioner HAM 

Commissioner SANCHEZ 
Commissioner DOUGLAS 

Chair DEVINE 
Vice Chair NORRIS 

NONE 

INVOCATION:    
 Diana Black led the Invocation. 

FLAG SALUTE: 
 
 Chair DEVINE led the flag salute. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  
This is the time for citizens to comment on subject matters not on the agenda and that are within the jurisdiction of the 
Commission. This is also the public’s opportunity to request an item from the Consent Calendar be pulled for discussion 
purposes or to comment on any item on the agenda. Comments related to Public Hearing items will be heard at the time 
the item is discussed. A maximum of three minutes is allowed for each speaker. Please begin your comments by stating 
your name and providing your city of residence. 
 
 None. 

CONSENT CALENDAR:  
Consent Calendar items are considered routine and will be enacted in one motion. There will be no separate discussion 
of these matters unless a request is made and then the item will be removed from the Consent Calendar to be discussed 
and voted upon by a separate motion. 
 
 

 

 A. Community Development: Approval of the Minutes of the September 12, 2023 Meeting 
 
     Motion to approve the Consent Calendar. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 

 (UNANIMOUS) 
HAM 
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SECONDER: 
AYES: 
ABSTAIN: 

NORRIS 
NORRIS, DOUGLAS, DEVINE 
HAM, SANCHEZ 

PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
 

 

 A. Community Development:  Conditional Use Permit No. 0008-23: A request to establish 
a daycare facility (over 14 persons), in an existing building in the MX-D Downtown Mixed 
Use zone district.  The project is located at 315 W. Lacey Boulevard (APN 012-021-012 
and 012-021-014)  

 
Chair DEVINE opened the public hearing and called for the staff report. Senior Planner Myers presented the staff report. 
She noted that Public Works had updated Conditions of Approval, provided to the Commission October 23 and at the 
dais, which will require an amendment to Resolution No. 2023-29. She recommended approval of the project and invited 
questions of staff. 
 
HAM:  

• How did they determine the maximum number of 48 children--almost 10 children per employee? 

• What are the approximate ages of the children?  

• Restrooms do not show much privacy for the children.  

• Will there be an area for snack and refrigeration for their food?  

• Is there room to make a u-turn during drop-off and pick-up?  

 
CURTIS: How long before the daycare will be up and running? 
 
Ms. Myers announced that the applicants would answer these questions. 
 
Daycare owner, Jamie, replied to Commissioners' questions: The number of children allowed is based on building square 
footage--35 sq. ft. per child; Ratio of two fully qualified teachers per 24 students; Approximate ages of the children is 3 
years to 5 or 5 1/2 years; Children's privacy is addressed, but it is a requirement that no child is ever left alone. They can 
make a half-door, if necessary, to allow teachers to keep an eye on the children; A full-size refrigerator will be supplied 
for snacks; She provided additional information regarding licensing requirements then deferred parking-lot questions to 
Alejandro Panzera and Dave Clevenger. Alejandro stated that they followed the standard guidelines for parking and 
turning. Dave added that the state will do a very thorough licensing check before the center opens. Jamie confirmed that 
they are highly regulated, and they will tweak any requirements, as necessary. When the daycare will open depends on 
several variables. Once approved, she will apply for the licenses, then construction will begin, then the playground. 
 
Chair DEVINE opened Public Comment. There being none, he then called for a motion. 
      
     Motion to adopt Resolution No. 2023-29 (as amended) approving Conditional Use Permit No. 0008-23. 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

 (UNANIMOUS) 
HAM 
DOUGLAS 
HAM, DOUGLAS, SANCHEZ, NORRIS, DEVINE 

 
 
 
  
 
  

DIRECTOR'S COMMENTS: 
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 Director Waters reminded the Commissioners of the upcoming joint meeting (City Council and Planning 
Commission) Monday, November 6, 4:00 p.m. in the City Hall training room. This will be a public meeting regarding 
the Housing Element Update. The consultant will be present and available to answer questions.  

COMMISSIONERS' ITEMS OF INTEREST:  
At this time, any Commissioner may ask a question for clarification of matters within the Planning Commission’s 
jurisdiction, make an announcement, or report briefly on activities in their role as a Planning Commissioner. In addition, 
subject to the Planning Commissioner’s Handbook, Commissioners may request staff to report back to the Planning 
Commission at a subsequent meeting concerning any matter within the Commissioner’s jurisdiction (GC 54954.2). 
 
 Commissioner HAM noted that City Council had directed an update to the Planning Commissioners' Handbook. He 

asked when that would be going to City Council for adoption. Director Waters replied that the City Manager is 
working on it. Although he could not provide a definite date, Director Waters estimated it would be within a month or 
two. 
 
Commissioner SANCHEZ announced that he will be resigning his position as Planning Commissioner, effective 
November 7, 2023, as he is moving to San Diego. The November 6 meeting will be his last as Commissioner. He 
expressed his appreciation to the Commissioners and staff and stated that his time on the Commission has been a 
joyous experience. Chair DEVINE and Commissioners congratulated him and thanked him for his service with the 
City of Hanford. 

ADJOURNMENT:  
Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the Planning Commission after distribution of the agenda packet 
are available to public inspection in the Planning Division Office located at 317 N. Douty Street, Hanford, California 
93230, during normal business hours. Such documents are also available at the city’s website, www.cityofhanfordca.com 
subject to staff’s ability to post documents before the meeting. If you need a disability-related modification or 
accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, to participate in this meeting, please contact the Planning Division’s 
office, 559-585-2580, 317 N. Douty Street, Hanford, California 93230, at least 2 days prior to the meeting {28 CFR 
35.102.35.104 ADA Title II} APPEALS: Any action of the Planning Commission, which is a final project decision, may be 
appealed to the City Council by the applicant or any adversely affected person. To file an appeal, an appeal application 
and filing fee of $1,000.00 must be submitted to the Community Development Department, 317 N. Douty Street, Hanford, 
California, within ten (10) days following the date of the final decision of the Planning Commission. 
 
 Chair DEVINE adjourned the meeting at 5:53 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Diana Black 
Recording Secretary 
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CITY OF HANFORD PLANNING COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT

Tuesday, November 14, 2023

PROJECT: Tentative Tract 930: A request to subdivide a 14.86-acre property into 55 single-
family residential lots with a Planned Unit Development overlay in the R-L-8 Low-
Density Residential zone district. 

Planned Unit Development No. 2020-01: A request to allow deviations from the 
standards of the R-L-8 Low-Density Residential zone district for a single-family 
residential subdivision. Deviations include reduced lot sizes from 8,000 square feet 
to 7,443 square feet for Lots 13-23 and 40 and reduced lot depths from 95 feet to 
93 feet.

Variance No. 2021-01: A request to deviate from the standards of the Hanford 
Municipal Code, in order to permit a 14-foot sound wall, in order to reduce noise 
impacts for a planned residential development. 

Location: The project is located north of Grangeville Boulevard, west of the railroad tracks, 
east of Kings Road (APN 008-410-043). 

PLANNER:    Gabrielle Myers, Senior Planner

Staff Recommendation: 

Staff recommends continuance of the item to November 28, 2023. 

Recommended Motion: 

I move to continue the public hearing for Tentative Tract 930, Planned Unit Development No. 
2020-01, and Variance No. 2021-01 to November 28, 2023. 

Staff is requesting additional time to evaluate the initial study and Mitigated Negative Declaration 
for the project. Staff is requesting to continue the project to the November 28th Planning 
Commission meeting. Continuance to a date certain will not require the re-noticing of the public 
hearing. Should the evaluation of the initial study require any of the following criteria (below) 
additional notice will be provided, as required. 

15073.5. RECIRCULATION OF A NEGATIVE DECLARATION PRIOR TO ADOPTION. 

a) A lead agency is required to recirculate a negative declaration when the document must 
be substantially revised after public notice of its availability has previously been given 
pursuant to Section 15072, but prior to its adoption. Notice of recirculation shall comply 
with Sections 15072 and 15073.

b) A “substantial revision” of the negative declaration shall mean: 

1. A new, avoidable significant effect is identified and mitigation measures or project 
revisions must be added in order to reduce the effect to insignificance, or 
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2. The lead agency determines that the proposed mitigation measures or project 
revisions will not reduce potential effects to less than significance and new measures 
or revisions must be required.

c) Recirculation is not required under the following circumstances: 

1. Mitigation measures are replaced with equal or more effective measures pursuant to 
Section 15074.1. 

2. New project revisions are added in response to written or verbal comments on the 
project’s effects identified in the proposed negative declaration which are not new 
avoidable significant effects.

3. Measures or conditions of project approval are added after circulation of the negative 
declaration which are not required by CEQA, which do not create new significant 
environmental effects and are not necessary to mitigate an avoidable significant effect. 

4. New information is added to the negative declaration which merely clarifies, amplifies, 
or makes insignificant modifications to the negative declaration.

d) If during the negative declaration process there is substantial evidence in light of the whole 
record, before the lead agency that the project, as revised, may have a significant effect 
on the environment which cannot be mitigated or avoided, the lead agency shall prepare 
a draft EIR and certify a final EIR prior to approving the project. It shall circulate the draft 
EIR for consultation and review pursuant to Sections 15086 and 15087, and advise 
reviewers in writing that a proposed negative declaration had previously been circulated 
for the project.
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