
 

Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting 
Agenda 

June 12, 2023 
5:30 PM – Regular Meeting 

Council Chambers 
400 N. Douty St. 

  

CALL TO ORDER: 

ROLL CALL: 

FLAG SALUTE: 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  
This is the time for citizens to comment on subject matters not on the agenda and that are within the jurisdiction of the 
Commission. This is also the public’s opportunity to request an item from the Consent Calendar be pulled for discussion 
purposes or to comment on any item on the agenda. A maximum of three minutes is allowed for each speaker. Please 
begin your comments by stating your name and providing your city of residence. 

CONSENT CALENDAR:  
Consent Calendar items are considered routine and will be enacted in one motion. There will be no separate discussion 
of these matters unless a request is made and then the item will be removed from the Consent Calendar to be discussed 
and voted upon by a separate motion. 

 A. Approval of the Minutes for the Meeting held April 10, 2023 

CITY OF HANFORD MEDIA POLICY: 

 A. Overview of Media Policy  

DIVISION UPDATES: 

 A. Parks Division Updates 

 B. Recreation Division Updates  

 C. Director's Updates 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

 A. 2023 NRPA Agency Performance Review 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 
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ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the City Council after distribution of the agenda packet are 
available to public inspection in the City Clerk’s Office located at 319 N. Douty Street, Hanford, California 93230, during 
normal business hours. Such agendas are also available at the city’s website, www.cityofhanfordca.com subject to staff’s 
ability to post the agenda before the meeting. 
 
If you need a disability-related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, to participate in this 
meeting, please contact the City Clerk’s office, 559-585-2515, 319 N. Douty Street, Hanford, California 93230, at least 2 
days prior to the meeting {28 CFR 35.102.35.104 ADA Title II} 
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 5.A. 
 

 

AGENDA 
STAFF REPORT 

 

 
MEETING DATE: 6/12/2023 AGENDA SECTION: CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
SUBJECT: 
Approval of the Minutes for the Meeting held April 10, 2023 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

Recommendation: 
  
Recommended Motion: Approve the Minutes for the Meeting held April 10, 2023. 

BACKGROUND: 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

N/A 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Parks and Recreation Commission April 10, 2023 - Minutes 
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Parks & Recreation Commission Regular Meeting  

Minutes 
April 10, 2023 5:30 PM  

Council Chambers 
400 N. Douty St. 

  

CALL TO ORDER: 
 
 Chair Commissioner Kelley called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 

INTRODUCTION TO NEW COMMISSIONERS: 
 
 The commission welcomed two new commissioners, Sheldon Blackwell and Judy Scott (alternate commissioner).  

ROLL CALL: 
 
 Attendee Name Title  Status Arrived 

Joseph Castaneda   Present   

Gregory Kelley   Present   

Carolyn Hudgins    Present   

Jim Castleman   Present   

Sheldon Blackwell   Present  

Judy Scott  Present  

FLAG SALUTE: 
 
 Chair Commissioner Kelley led the flag salute.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  
This is the time for citizens to comment on subject matters not on the agenda and that are within the jurisdiction of the 
Commission. This is also the public’s opportunity to request an item from the Consent Calendar be pulled for discussion 
purposes or to comment on any item on the agenda. A maximum of three minutes is allowed for each speaker. Please 
begin your comments by stating your name and providing your city of residence.  
 
 Mayor Travis Paden, City of Hanford resident, welcomed the two new commissioners. 

 
Mickey Stoddard, City of Hanford resident, expressed concern about the Longfield Fitness Center fees. 
 
Bob Ramos, City of Hanford resident, requested that the Longfield Fitness Center fees be removed. Mr. Ramos 
would also like more attention given to Hidden Valley Park. 
 
City Council Member Lou Martinez, City of Hanford resident, commented on the history of the Longfield center and 
the changes made over the past few years.  
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CONSENT CALENDAR:  
Consent Calendar items are considered routine and will be enacted in one motion. There will be no separate discussion 
of these matters unless a request is made and then the item will be removed from the Consent Calendar to be 
discussed and voted upon by a separate motion. 
 
 None.  

DIVISION UPDATES : 
 
 

 

 A. Parks Division Updates 
 

Parks and Facilities Winebrenner did not have updates for the commission due to being out of town. All questions 
were addressed.  

 B. Recreation Division Updates 
 

Recreation Coordinator Kaitlyn Lusk presented the recreation division updates. 
 
March 

• 4, 11, 18, 25:  Kids in the Kitchen (34 kids at Coe Park Hall) 
• 7, 14, 21, 28: Food Truck Takeover (Tuesday’s) 
• 17: Zumbathon (200 people) 

 
April 

• 1: Food Truck Takeover on Court Street in Civic Park 
• 3 - 7:  Spring Day Camp (25 kids at Coe Park Hall) 
• 6: Ghost Hunter Show Premiere at Courthouse Stage Area 
• 4, 11, 18, 25: Food Truck Takeover Tuesdays 
• 7: Egg Hunt 
• 21: Mother & Son Date Night 
• 22: Daddy & Daughter Date Night 

 
May 

• 4: Thursday Night Market Place Starts   
• 5: Cinco De Mayo Zumbathon 
• 6: Food Truck Takeover 
• 5, 6, 7: Lifeguard Certification Training   
• 9, 16, 23, 20 Tuesdays Food Truck 

 
CIVIC FACILITY RENTALS 

• Autism Awareness Run 
• Oakview Congregation Conference 
• DHIA Annual Dinner 
• Holiness Pentecostal Annual Dinner 
• COS Luncheon 
• Hanford Baseball Booster Dinner 
• Auction House Event 
• Excellence in Education 
• Daddy Daughter Dance 
• Mother Son Dance 
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• United Way Luncheon 
• Kings County Mexican American Dinner 
• Hanford Prom 
• National Day of Prayer 
• Kings Valley Academy Prom 
• Shelly Baird Graduation 

 
WE’RE HIRING! 

• Longfield (4 openings) 
• Rec Leaders for Summer Day Camp (4 openings) 
• Facility Host (2 openings) 
• Lifeguards 

 
All questions were addressed by Recreation Coordinator Kaitlyn Lusk and Director Albert.   

 C. Director Updates 
 

• Farewell to two staff members –Armando de Silva and Jerald Campbell 
• Heroes Park – Council approved Purchase and Sale Agreement and open of Escrow on 40-acres 
• Prop 64 grant application  - recommended for funding to establish a Boys and Girls Club at Coe Park. 
• CLEAN California Grant Application – Due April 28th,  Civic Park renovation, Court Street Promenade, 

replacement of trash/recycling containers in the downtown business district and Civic Park. 
• Hidden Valley Park Community Outreach – Three outreach events in May and online survey. 
• Walk with a Doc Program – Partnership with Adventist Health.  First walk held on March 18th at Freedom Park 

and second walk is scheduled for this Saturday at 9 am at Centennial Park. 
• Fitness Court Orientation Classes – Every Saturday at 9 am. 

 
Director Albert addressed all questions from the commissioners. 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 
 

 

 A. Discussion on the Longfield Fitness Center Membership Fees 
 

Director Albert presented the Longfield Fitness Center membership fees to the commission. 
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There was a lot of discussion regarding the history, updates, and future of the Longfield center. All questions, 
comments, and concerns were addressed by Director Albert.  

 
Chair Commissioner Kelley made a motion that a recommendation be made to the city council to reevaluate and 
reduce the current fees for the Longfield center. Commissioner Castaneda commented on the motion, that he is in 
favor of the fitness center fees remaining in place with no changes.  

 
RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 
NAYS: 

PASSED 
Kelley 
Castleman 
Blackwell, Castleman, Kelley 
Castaneda, Hudgins 

 
Director Albert clarified that only the city council has authority to change fees and informed the commission that staff 
is not in favor of reducing the fees. 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
 Commissioner Castaneda requested that ice rink purchasing be added to the next meeting. 

 
Commissioner Hudgins requested that the Longfield fitness center marketing be discussed on a future agenda. 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 Chair Commissioner Kelley adjourned the meeting at 7:13 pm.  
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 6.A. 
 

 

AGENDA 
STAFF REPORT 

 

 

MEETING DATE: 6/12/2023 AGENDA SECTION: CITY OF HANFORD 
MEDIA POLICY 

 
SUBJECT: 
Overview of Media Policy  

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

Recommendation: The Parks and Recreation Commission receives the presentation on the City of 
Hanford Media Policy. 
 
Recommended Motion: 

BACKGROUND: 

The purpose of the City of Hanford Media Policy is as follows: 
 
To establish a clear and consistent media policy for City of Hanford council members, members 
of City commissions, and employees to accurately and effectively respond to requests from 
members of the media in a timely and professional manner. The policy includes but is not 
limited to all interactions (in-person, phone, text, online/social media, etc.) involving print, 
broadcast, radio and digital media. The City recognizes the important relationship between local 
government and the press, and as such, believes it is incumbent upon all City staff and elected 
and appointed officials to anticipate media requests and use this policy as a guide when 
responding to those requests. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

N/A 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. City of Hanford Media Relations Policy 
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City of Hanford Media Policy 
May 2023 

Brian Johnson, Community Relations Manager 
559-302-6233 

btjohnson@hanford.city 
 Purpose: 

 
To establish a clear and consistent media policy for City of Hanford council members, members 
of City commissions, and employees to accurately and effectively respond to requests from 
members of the media in a timely and professional manner. The policy includes but is not 
limited to all interactions (in-person, phone, text, online/social media, etc.) involving print, 
broadcast, radio and digital media. The City recognizes the important relationship between local 
government and the press, and as such, believes it is incumbent upon all City staff and elected 
and appointed officials to anticipate media requests and use this policy as a guide when 
responding to those requests.  
 

Policy: 
 
If a member of the media contacts you, please contact the City’s Community Relations Manager 
(CRM) at 559-302-6233 or btjohnson@hanford.city and describe the details of their request, 
including: 
 

• The media outlet 

• The reporter’s name 

• The reporter’s question/s 

• If the reporter’s request is only for written responses to questions, the reporter’s 
timeline/deadline to receive a response  

• If the reporter’s request is for an interview, how they will be conducting the interview 
(in-person, on-camera, over the phone, Zoom, etc.) 

• For reporter interviews, when and where it will take place 

• Council members should remember that a reporter may not easily differentiate between 
a council member’s personal opinion and the city council’s position regarding a matter. 
If a council member shares their personal opinion, the council member should clearly 
inform the reporter that the council member is sharing their personal views and is not 
speaking on behalf of the City or the city council.  

• City employees are not authorized to comment for the City without prior approval from 
the CRM or the City Manager. An employee who is authorized to comment on the City’s 
behalf shall offer statements that are consistent with those authorized by the CRM or the 
City Manager. 

 

For interviews, please consider any needs you may have in order to be properly prepared. An 
example might be a consultation with another City staff member, department head, or the City 
attorney. The CRM may be able to assist you by performing research prior to the interview. The 
CRM may also provide guidance on the most appropriate interview format, or whether, in 
certain cases, written responses and/or a written statement should be provided instead of an 
interview. 
 
Also consider if it may be beneficial to have the CRM or another City staff member present 
during the interview. They may be able to answer questions that you cannot.  
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City of Hanford Media Policy 
May 2023 

Brian Johnson, Community Relations Manager 
559-302-6233 

btjohnson@hanford.city 
  

 
 
In the event the community relations manager is unavailable, please contact the City Manager at 
(559) 585-2516 or mcifuentez@hanford.city. 
 

Press Releases 
 

• Press release or media advisory production and distribution is the responsibility of the 
CRM, with final approval by the City Manager. If you have a press release/media 
advisory suggestion, please contact the CRM. Please provide as much information about 
the topic or event as possible.  

• Press releases and media advisories should pertain to City topics/events. The City will 
not produce/distribute press releases/media advisories on behalf of other individuals, 
organizations, or businesses; provided however, the City may share the press releases of 
other public agencies as part of the City’s effort to inform its residents of current events 
and conditions. Please contact the CRM with any questions. 

• Press releases will be sent to members of the media, posted to the City website, and in 
certain cases, posted to the City’s social media platforms. 

 

Media Events and Press Conferences 
 

• Any media events (examples: groundbreakings, celebrations, announcements) will be 
approved by and coordinated with the CRM. 

• Any press conferences (examples: police or fire announcements or investigation updates) 
will be approved by and coordinated with the CRM. 

• The designated press conference location will be the City Hall training room (319 North 
Douty Street). Media members will be required to sign in upon arrival at the press 
conference. 

 
Some Tips when Speaking to or Interviewing with Members of 
the Media 
 

• Most reporters will decline to provide a written list of questions in advance of a 
scheduled interview. However, it is always ok to ask, and a reporter may agree to provide 
a general line of questioning if nothing else. 

• Be prepared to provide your full name and title at the start of an interview.  

• It is ok to say you don’t have the answer and that you will follow up with the reporter 
later. Do not try to give your best guess or give an estimate when you are not sure what  
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City of Hanford Media Policy 
May 2023 

Brian Johnson, Community Relations Manager 
559-302-6233 

btjohnson@hanford.city 
  

 
 
 
the correct answer is. When offering statements to the media, speakers should remember 
the old adage that “you cannot unring a bell.” 

• If you don’t like how you answered a reporter’s question, it is ok to politely ask if you can 
start over. However, it is ultimately a reporter’s decision on whether to grant that 
request. 

• Reporters and the general public are often unfamiliar with government acronyms and 
jargon. Avoid them in order to clearly communicate and avoid confusion. 

• It is ok to be friendly with reporters, but to represent the City in a professional and 
positive way, refrain from talking too much about your personal life or asking too many 
questions about theirs. 

• If you have concerns about a reporter’s behavior during an interview, do not become 
combative. Seek to defuse the situation. If the reporter continues to act inappropriately, 
politely end the interview and refer the reporter to the CRM. 

• Discriminatory or harassing statements regarding race, creed, color, age, religion, 
gender, marital status, status regarding public assistance, national origin, physical or 
mental disability, or sexual orientation must be avoided. Persons making remarks to the 
media should remember that statements meant as compliments may be discriminatory 
or harassing in nature (e.g., complimenting a person’s appearance). 

• The City is prohibited by law from utilizing public resources for political purposes. For 
example, the City, including council members, commissioners, and employees, may not 
use City resources to support or oppose a political candidate or ballot measure. Political 
activities must occur on a person’s personal time and in their personal capacity. Any 
political endorsement should be accompanied by a statement that the person giving the 
endorsement is doing so in their personal capacity and not as an authorized 
representative of the City. Use of the seal, emblem, or logo, of the City or a department of 
the City for political purposes is strictly prohibited.   

• Do not ask reporters to view or obtain a copy of the interview and/or story before it is 
published or airs. This goes against journalism ethics and the answer will almost always 
be “no.” 

 
Categories of Media Interactions/Interviews 
The Associated Press Stylebook 
 
On the record: The information can be used with no caveats, quoting the source by name. 
Off the record: The information cannot be used for publication.  
Background: The information can be published but only under conditions negotiated with the 
source. Generally, the sources do not want their names published but will agree to a description 
of their position. 
Deep background: The information can be used but without attribution. The source does not 
want to be identified in any way, even on condition of anonymity.  
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City of Hanford Media Policy 
May 2023 

Brian Johnson, Community Relations Manager 
559-302-6233 

btjohnson@hanford.city 
  

 
 
Other Items of Interest 
 

1. Public Records Requests 
Reporters may express interest in filing a public records request, pursuant to the California 
Public Records Act (PRA). Records disclosable under the PRA come in numerous forms, 
including, emails and text messages involving City business that are located on a private 
computer, tablet, or smart phone of a council member, commissioner, or City employee; 
such records must be retained in accordance with the City’s document retention policy, and 
a person possessing public records on a personal device should contact the City Clerk prior 
to deleting such material. Public Records requests can be made by contacting the City Clerk's 
office at ncorral@hanford.city or by calling (559) 585-2515. 

 
 

2. Media access 
Questions and/or concerns about media access, including recording devices or equipment, 
should be directed to the CRM. 

 
Members of the media and public are allowed to record public meetings pursuant to the 
Brown Act (California Government Code 54953.5 (a)). 

 
Any person attending an open and public meeting of a legislative body of a local agency shall have the right to 
record the proceedings with an audio or video recorder or a still or motion picture camera in the absence of a 
reasonable finding by the legislative body of the local agency that the recording cannot continue without noise, 
illumination, or obstruction of view that constitutes, or would constitute, a persistent disruption of the 
proceedings. 

 

 
California Penal Code 409.5 (d) grants members of the media access to areas closed to the 
public during a calamity or disaster (flood, storm, fire, earthquake, explosion, accident). 

 
This section shall not prevent a duly authorized representative of a news service, newspaper, or radio or 
television station or network from entering the areas closed pursuant to this section. 

 
3. Consent to record  
 
 
California is one of a dozen states, “where the consent of all parties is required in order to 
record a conversation…This requirement of consent extends only to conversations where 
there is some expectation of privacy, and does not prohibit tape-recording at speeches, press 
conferences and similar public events.” (AP Stylebook 2017) 

 
4. Media Training Manual and Bridging Statements (Attached) 
(From FEMA’s Public Information in an All-Hazards Incident) 
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 7.A. 
 

 

AGENDA 
STAFF REPORT 

 

 
MEETING DATE: 6/12/2023 AGENDA SECTION: DIVISION UPDATES 

 
SUBJECT: 
Parks Division Updates 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

Recommendation: That the commission receives the updates. 
 
Recommended Motion:  

BACKGROUND: 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

N/A 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Parks Division Updates - June  
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Parks Monthly 
Updates 
Parks and Recreation Commission June 12, 2023
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Seasonal and Special Projects  

•Demoing products and equipment to comply with 
SORE (Small Off-Road Engines) 
•anything under 25 HP & IC

• Lacey Smart controller trial

• Security camera installation steps

•Ongoing median work

•Ongoing typical Park work

2 6/8/2023 Add a footer
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Johnson Park Play Structure

•Option 1- Pole Vault

•Option 2- Large Shade

•Option 3 - Platform

3 6/8/2023 Add a footer
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 7.B. 
 

 

AGENDA 
STAFF REPORT 

 

 
MEETING DATE: 6/12/2023 AGENDA SECTION: DIVISION UPDATES 

 
SUBJECT: 
Recreation Division Updates  

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

Recommendation: That the commission receives the recreation updates.  
 
Recommended Motion:  

BACKGROUND: 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

N/A 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Recreation PP June2023 
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Hanford Recreation Division

Presentation to the Parks and Recreation Commission May 8, 2023

Freddie Fire 
Truck Rides

FACILITY 
RENTALS

May

• 4: Thursday Night Market Place Started 

(taking cash and cards) 

Cash: $4,635 Cards: $1,008  

• 5: Cinco De Mayo Zumbathon (150 people, 

73% cost recovery) 

Carousel 
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Hanford Recreation Division

Presentation to the Parks and Recreation Commission June 12th, 2023

Movies at the 
Park 

FACILITY 
RENTALS

 June 
• 4: The Plunge Opens ($550 Admission, 

Concessions $300 (cash/card) 
• 5: Summer Camp Starts at Longfield (increased 

enrollment to 50, 10 financial scholarships) 
• 6: Swim Lessons Start (group & private, 

increased enrollment)  
• 16,30: Movie at the Park
• 23: Movie at Plunge

Dive In Movies
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Hanford Recreation Division

Presentation to the Parks and Recreation Commission June 12th, 2023

FACILITY 
RENTALS

 YOGA AT THE LONGFIELD CENTER

3,10,17,24: Yoga Classes at Longfield 

(goal: 5, total: 20, revenue of $300) 

• JR FIRE FIGHTERS 

• HEALTH CLASS FOR ELDERY

• END OF THE SUMMER CARDBOARD BOAT 

RACES AT THE PLUNGE
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Hanford Recreation Division

Presentation to the Parks and Recreation Commission June 12th, 2023

FACILITY 
RENTALS

Park Shelter Rentals Online 

https://apm.activeco
mmunities.com/hanf
ordrec/Facility_Searc
h 

Page 38 of 43

https://apm.activecommunities.com/hanfordrec/Facility_Search
https://apm.activecommunities.com/hanfordrec/Facility_Search
https://apm.activecommunities.com/hanfordrec/Facility_Search
https://apm.activecommunities.com/hanfordrec/Facility_Search


QUESTIONS?
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 7.C. 
 

 

AGENDA 
STAFF REPORT 

 

 
MEETING DATE: 6/12/2023 AGENDA SECTION: DIVISION UPDATES 

 
SUBJECT: 
Director's Updates 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

Recommendation: The Commission receives the Director's update 
 
Recommended Motion 

BACKGROUND: 

The month of May and early June is a very busy time for the Parks and Community Services 
Department.  Planning, preparation, and organizing Summer programming is both daunting and 
exciting. Staff has worked hard to ensure all programs, facilities, and special events are managed 
and executed at the highest level. 
 
USDA Forest Service Urban and Community Forestry Inflation Reduction Act grant 
application 

•  $6,394,115 was requested for five years to develop a comprehensive community forestry 
program.   

• Develop tree inventory, canopy study, risk assessment, and modify tree ordinance as 
appropriate 

• Plant 3,000 trees 
• Contracted full-time Arborist to manage the program 
• Partners include: Tree Fresno, Urban Tree Foundation, Kings County Economic Development 

Corporation, West Hills College, and Sequoia Conservation Corps 

 
Reimagining Hidden Valley Park Community Outreach 

• Three in-person events conducted  
• 773 online surveys submitted (closed on June 9th) 

 
Prop 64 Boys and Girls Club at Coe Park 

• Building renovation to include interior painting, floor restoration, partition walls 
• Complete grant onboarding training 
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• Scheduled for June, July, and August: selection and purchase of furniture, technology, 
recruitment of staffing, and development of marketing plan 

 
Heroes Park 

• Escrow on the acquisition of the property 
• RFP was released for professional design services.  The deadline for submittal is June 30th  
• Environmental studies to commence shortly 

  

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
None 
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 8.A. 
 

 

AGENDA 
STAFF REPORT 

 

 
MEETING DATE: 6/12/2023 AGENDA SECTION: GENERAL BUSINESS 

 
SUBJECT: 
2023 NRPA Agency Performance Review 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

Recommendation: 
 
Recommended Motion: 

BACKGROUND: 

The National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) publishes the Agency Performance Review 
annually. The review measures several vital indicators. The seven key indicators include: 
 

• Residents per park 
• Acres of parkland per 1,000 residents 
• Full-time equivalent employees per 10,000 population 
• Percentage of full-time staff dedicated to operations/maintenance 
• Operating expenditures per capita 
• Revenue to operating expenditures (cost recovery) 

 
2023 was the first year the Hanford Parks and Community Services Department participated in the 
performance review. 
 
To view the full report: 
 https://www.nrpa.org/contentassets/f6baf1e9c3354aeca52dc548251bc4f4/2023-agency-
performance-review.pdf 
 
. 
 
 
  

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
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None 
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